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Jid You Hnow?

pal’s unique beauty

and kaleidoscope

of color place it
amongst the world’s most
precious gemstones. Writ-
ers have equated opal’s
display of color to volca-
noes, galaxies, and fire-
works. Australian opals are
deemed the finest of all,
black opals are considered
the rarest, and all fine opals
are sought-after by jewelry
lovers, designers, and col-
lectors worldwide.

October Birthstones
Opal and Tourmaline
both represent the pow-
er of hope for the October
born. Precious opal displays
a dazzling array of vivid col-
ors against a white or black
background. Sparkling tour-
maline is available in a wider
variety of colors than almost
any other gem.
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All Thlngs Topaz
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paz is a brilliant and transparent
gemstone noted for its beautiful
luster and intense color. Common-

ly seen in a honey-yellow, it is also avail-
able in various tones and saturations of
blue, brown, green, orange, pink, red,
and even colorless. When observed in
a kaleidoscope of colors, it is known as
rainbow topaz. The rarest and most ex-
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pensive variety is the lovely reddish-or-
ange imperial topaz. Ancients believed
topaz to hold healing powers, protect
from enemies, and even change color in
the presence of poisoned food or drink.
While a hard gem, guard it against sharp
blows to prevent breakage and cleav-
ing, and always store it separately to
protect your other jewelry.

BIRTHSTONES OF THE MONTH:

Opal ( w ; Tourmaline
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