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Jid You Hnow?

paque, robin’s egg
blue turquoise is
one of the world’s
oldest gemstones and has
been used in jewelry since
3,000 B.C. It has a smooth,
waxy surface which is po-
rous and can absorb all
kinds of dirt and impurities
that dull its color. Perspira-
tion, cosmetics, perfume,
detergents, and household
chemicals can all damage
turquoise, so it's important
to avoid those things while
wearing it.

January Birthstone
Garnet. Traditionally re-
garded as the gem offering
constancy, faith, and truth
for those of January birth.
The diversity of color and
appearance places garnets
among gemology’s most
alluring subjects.
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A Colorful New Year

ing in the New Year with
a bang of big, bold
color! Make a splash
with beautiful blue and purple
gemstones like sapphire, aqua-
marine, blue topaz, turquoise,
tanzanite, and amethyst. Or
chose a regal green gemstone
such as emerald, tourmaline,
or peridot. And you can't go
wrong with a fiery gemstone
in the red, orange, and pink
range such as garnet, ruby, fire
opal, and morganite. An alter-
native to gemstones is colorful
enamel or painted jewelry.
Yellow, white, or rose gold
enhances and complements
vivid colored gemstones.
The cut of the gemstone is
also an important factor in
the style of the finished piece
of jewelry. Popular gemstone
cuts include round, kite, em-
erald-cut, baguette, oval,
cushion, and Asscher-cut.
Say goodbye to 2022 and
hello to 2023 with flashes of
colorful jewelry to light up
any event.

BIRTHSTONE OF THE MONTH: Garnet ‘
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